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Local Challenges

14%
have had their home severely 
damaged due to extreme 
weather or a natural disaster 
compared to the NSW average 
of 7%.1

24.3%
In the Whitlam Electorate, 24.3% 
of people identified climate as a 
key issue facing the 
community.8

15.23
pokie machines for every 1000 
people across the Shoalhaven 
LGA, just above the NSW average 
(14/1000).7

Children and Young People

Health

40%
One in four people have 
delayed seeing a dentist 
due to the cost. 
Significantly higher than 
NSW overall (21%).3

46%
people went without a 
prescribed medication 
due to costs.

Over 10-fold
The increase in people who 
have delayed or avoided
seeing a GP due to cost – the 
highest increase in NSW.

Housing and Financial Stress

Poverty & Demographics

77%
people are living in 
housing stress.1

50%
have gone without meals 
because they were short of 
money.

54%
have been unable to pay 
utility bills on time at least 
once.

15.8%
children are living in poverty 
at a cost of $1.1 billion.4

317
young offenders across the 
region in the last 12 months; 50% 
accessed diversionary 
pathways.6

10.4%
children are developmentally 
vulnerable in two or more 
domains.5 

Poverty Rate 14.01% 13.4%

Median Household Income $1,357 $1,829

Southern Highlands & 
Shoalhaven NSW

Single Parent Families 15.2% 15.8%
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