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Local Challenges

26.6
pokie machines for every 1000 
people across Newcastle, 
compared to the NSW average 
of 14.7

44%
people identified climate 
change as an issue they are 
concerned about for 
themselves.8

0 Bulk Billing
In Newcastle there are no GPs 
who offer Bulk Billing for 
patients.9 

Children and Young People

Health

25%
One in four people went 
to ED because they 
could not access a GP.2

53%
people went without a 
prescribed medication 
due to costs.

211%
The number of residents who 
have delayed or avoidedseeing 
a GP due to cost has almost 
tripled since 2020 – increasing 
211%.

Housing and Financial Stress

Poverty & Demographics

81%
people are living in 
housing stress.1

57%
have gone without essential 
hygiene products due to the 
cost.

55%
people have skipped 
meals because they short 
of money.

12.3%
children are living in poverty 
at a cost of $2.1 billion.4

6.37%
young offenders (1357) across 
NSW in the last year were in the 
Newcastle Lake Maquarie
Region.6

11.4%
children are developmentally 
vulnerable in two or more 
domains.5 

Poverty Rate 11.89% 13.4%

Median Household Income $,1676 $1,829

Newcastle & 
Lake Macquarie NSW

Single Parent Families 17.4% 15.8%
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