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Local Challenges

15%
people have had their home 
severely damaged by extreme 
weather.

Highest in NSW
The Far West and Orana has 
some of the highest rates of DV 
across the state, including 
Walgett ranked at number one.8 

18.1
pokie machines per 1000 people 
in Broken Hill, higher than the 
NSW average of 14.7

Children and Young People

Health

38%
4 in 10 people have 
waited longer than 
acceptable to see a 
specialist, the highest 
proportion across NSW.2

41%
people in the region have 
gone without prescribed 
medication because of 
cost.

430%
The number of people 
delaying or avoiding seeing a 
specialist due to cost has 
increased 430% since 2020.

Housing and Financial Stress

Poverty & Demographics

67%
people living in the Far 
West & Orana are living in 
housing stress.1

41%
have gone without meals 
because they were short of 
money.

56%
people have been unable 
to pay a utility bill on time 
at least once. 

21.5%
children are living in poverty 
at a cost of $1.26 billion.4

954
young offenders across the 
region in the last 12 months. 
Decreasing from 1,219 in the 
previous year.6

15.1%
children are developmentally 
vulnerable in two or more 
domains.5 

Poverty Rate 13.3% 13.4%

Median Household Income $1,377 $1,829

Far West & Orana NSW

Single Parent Families 19.6% 15.8%
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