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NEW SOUTH WALES, IT'S YOURTURNTO  PeoPieineare
LISTEN UP & MAKE IT 21 FOR ALL CARE LEAVERS!

NSW young people in out-of-home care are at risk of homelessness at their 18" birthday.
The largest care community nationally, NSW young people remain the only cohort that
are unable to access adequate supports and care to 21.

In stark contrast, the Queensland Government’s weekend announcement of care and
supports to 21 was met with an emotional welcome by QLD young people with a care
experience, many of whom have invested years of advocating and speaking up leading to
this outcome,

CREATE Foundation’s Chief Executive Officer, Ms Jacqul Reed, shared that she feels
buoyed by the QLD Government’s historic decislon by Introducing a more modern
approach, In keeping with appropriate support for young care leavers. After years of
young people having to leave the care system at 19, there now exists an option to remain
with their current placement, or for young people in residential care to access a range of
holistic supports during their transition from care to adulthood.

In NSW young people have no formalised support past the age of 18, and many young
people are In their final year of high school at the same time. NSW s the last state to
recognise and act upon the fact that young people transitioning from the care system to
Independence are already facing significant challenges and deserve to be supported till
21. All other jurisdictions support young people to 21 in some form.

An indicator of urgent change needed is in excess of 16,160 children and
young people did not sleep in their own home last night and are
currently growing up in out-of-home care. NSW young people are
becoming increasingly agitated, knowing nobody is listening, and the
urgency for their voices to be heard and listened to by the Perrottet
Government.

“It's @ no brainer, from an economic, moral and soclal perspective young people in the
core system are vulnerable and need the support of the system to transition to adulthood,”
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CREATE Foundation urges the Perrottet Government to listen and support young people
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CREATE Approach:

#itsyourturnsw
Extending Care to 21
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 Voices of lived experiences:
Needs to be at the heart of your advocacy; those who are directly impacted €Cedte]
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Advocacy
Promotional Toolkit

2 Z 7 / / z #itsyourturnNSW #makeit21
> Social media posts- give the lived experiences a voice i '

» Videos - they speak their truth
> Meeting with key stakeholders i.e. with DCJ, Edu, etc.

> Decision makers i.e. Ministers, Shadow Ministers, DGs, etc.
> Attending other key meetings

* Think Creatively : ‘VOX POP’

Voice of the People:
CREATE took to the streets of Sydney

a resounding,
o jettison vulnerable



CREATE Approach:

#itsyourturnsw
Extending Care to 21
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» Lets face it, without Allies you can’t acquire 7 :icii-:

Ally with existing campaigns and organizations

Homestretch

Other Peak Bodies

Local and National organizations
Local district based initiatives
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» Apply ‘Consistent Pressure’

Analysis the current climate (political, financial and social)
Ascertain which approach will suite your organisation

for example:

» Match others approach or
» Offer a contracting approach

Either way it will apply pressure!
The spotlight will be ON!



What worked

» There is no such thing as what ‘didn’t work’

* Don’t take ‘No’ as an answer

* Media- Clear Comms plan

» Social Media- keep socials active-
» Photos

» Newspapers

» Radio

_

It's Time For
Change NSW!

It's time to listen up and #makeit21
for all our young people! Join the
conversation online with
#itsyourturnNSW #makeit21

*I find change challenging and
I would like time to adapt to
changes.” (Male, 17)



Conclusion
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|ldentify the issue
Why is it important

|ldentify key decision makers

Bring other key stakeholders that can influence change
What evidence you have to support your claim

Who else is advocating on the same issue

» Other organisation
» Campaigns

o
o
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Raise awareness outside your own community/sector
Effective and consistent use of Media platform



