
Building Power

Advocacy in the new age



Today we will…

• Talk about the difference between responsive advocacy and 
proactive advocacy

• Work through how to:

• Create clear, targeted campaign asks

• Tap into grassroots advocacy, find your ‘champions for 
change’ and build a movement

• Engage in digital advocacy including social media

• Campaign through storytelling

• Do some practical exercises



Responsive or proactive 
advocacy?

You can do both.

NCOSS and NSW Legislative Council Workshop on Parliamentary Inquiries

Jump on our website www.ncoss.org.au to register

http://www.ncoss.org.au/




• Clear, targeted asks send a clear message about what you want and 
help measure your success and government action

• Consult with stakeholders about things that are:

• Widely felt
• Deeply felt
• Winnable

• Finding local champions in communities to take action builds a 
stronger movement

• Timing is crucial to leverage windows of opportunity





“Yes” campaign





• Digital advocacy – using the internet or social media platforms –
reaches wide and diverse audiences

• Clear messaging and how it is framed is crucial – “this is the thing 
we want to see” or “this is the thing we want to stop”

• Find that common ground or values that unifies people

• Digital advocacy and content can mobilise individual action on a 
large scale

• Use storytelling to engage and move people to action



Practical exercise

What’s your story?

• What is the challenge I want to overcome?
• What will I be calling on others to do?
• What values move me to take action and might also inspire 

others to similar action?
• What stories can I tell from my own life about specific people 

or events that would show (rather than tell) how I learned or 
acted on those values?

• What is the outcome we want to see?



Practical exercise

What’s your digital strategy?

• Who is my target audience?
• What is the unifying value or common ground of my target 

audience?
• What is the thing I want to see or stop?
• What platform do I want to use?
• What is the call to action that anyone could do?



Join us to help make 
sure NSW gets it right 
from the start

Keep in touch:
www.ncoss.org.au  
advocacy@ncoss.org.au 
@_NCOSS_

Come chat to us at the NCOSS booth 
about our election platform, how 
you can get involved to build a 
stronger movement, and maybe 
even practise your new skills!


