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1. Sector News and Resources 

 

 Henry Review released 2 May 2010: Australia’s future tax system  

 

The recommendations are in Part 1 Chapter 12, with a number of relevance to NPF NGOs. 

The following quote about NFP’s confirms what many already knew: 

“This system of tax concessions is unnecessarily complex. At a federal and state 

level, the concessions are set out in at least 40 separate pieces of legislation, 

administered by 19 separate agencies (National Roundtable of Nonprofit 

Organisations 2007). This imposes significant compliance costs ... exacerbated by 

their outdated application ...  does not fully reflect current community views about 

the merit and social worth of different activities, or respond flexibly to special 

circumstances (such as natural disasters).” 

 

Downloads:  Treasury site- Australia’s future tax system  

  Aust Gov site- Stronger-Fairer-Simpler  

ACOSS summary of proposals, recommendations and responses 

Return to contents 

 

 

 NSW State Budget to be delivered 8 June 2010 

 

NCOSS is holding a seminar on 1 June on how to read the budget papers, followed by a 

budget briefing for the community on 9 June.  

 

Read more: NCOSS events: NSW State Budget 

Return to contents 

 

 Workforce development challenges: CS&HISC 2010 Environmental Scan       

2010 Environmental Scan is conducted by the Community Services and Health Industry Skills 

Council.  The publication highlights the skill needs and the workforce development 

challenges facing the fastest growing workforce in Australia- the Community Services and 

Health Industry. 

Download:   2010 Environmental Scan 
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 Scholarships for Graduate Diploma in Public Administration, University of Sydney  

 

http://taxreview.treasury.gov.au/Content/Content.aspx?doc=html/home.htm
http://www.futuretax.gov.au/pages/default.aspx
http://acoss.org.au/images/uploads/Henry_Review_-_evaluation_of_tax_proposals.pdf
http://www.ncoss.org.au/content/view/3440/100/
https://www.cshisc.com.au/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=36&Itemid=79


The Department of Premier and Cabinet is offering five scholarships to community 

organisations for the Graduate Diploma in Public Administration, University of Sydney. 

Commencing in 2011, and valued at up to $25,920, the scholarships are part of an initiative 

to support workforce development in the community sector.  

 

Closing date for application:  2 August 2010  

 

Download:   Graduate School of Government (GSG) brochure 

   

   Diploma Application Form 

   Application Guidelines for NGO CEOs 

Return to contents 

 

 ACOSS Glossary of current and emerging Sector Development terms  

 

Compiled by Australian Council of Social Service (ACOSS), this 14 page glossary of terms will 

assist managers and sector development workers to clarify the differences in language and 

terminology in use across the sector. 

Download:   Social Service Sector Development Glossary of Terms 

Return to contents 

 

 Australia New Zealand Third Sector Research (ANZTSR) Conference  
 
The Third Sector as Civil Society in Australasia: Identity, Role and Influence in the New 
Century is the title of the 10th Biennial Australia New Zealand Third Sector Research 
Conference on 15 & 16 November in Sydney. 
 

1. Social, Political and Economic Issues/Theorisations of the Role and Function of the 
2. Third Sector 
3. Entrepreneurship and the Third Sector – From Grassroots to Corporate 
4. Third Sector Organizations –– Value and Role in Civil Society 
5. Practice‐Based Research in Third Sector Organisations 
6. Sector Capacity Building (teaching and learning))  

 
Download:  Call for Papers ANZTSR Conference 
 
Return to contents 

 

 Gender wage gap in Australia 

 

http://www.ncoss.org.au/mail/100531-GSG-Brochure-2011.pdf
http://www.ncoss.org.au/mail/100531-GSG-Diploma-Application-Form-2011-Non-govenment-organisations.doc
http://www.ncoss.org.au/mail/100531-Application-Guidelines-for-NGOs-GSG-2011.pdf
http://acoss.org.au/images/uploads/ACOSS_Sector_Development_glossary.pdf
http://ecm7.com/LiveAssets/images/816/ANZTSR_call_for_papers_2010.pdf


The National Centre for Social and Economic Modelling (NATSEM), University of Canberra, 

published the report titled The impact of a sustained gender wage gap on the Australian 

economy. Statistics now confirm that “simply being a woman is the major contributing factor 

to the gap in Australia, accounting for 60 per cent of the difference between women’s and 

men’s earnings”.  

 

Download:  The impact of a sustained gender wage gap on the Australian economy 
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 Researchers seeking input from Not For Profit (NFP) Organisations 

 

Two research projects are seeking input from the NFP sector. PhD research at Murdoch 

University is about performance and metrics in the NFP Sector. International group Social 

Traders have an Australian research project about social enterprise, and social procurement.  

 

 Read more: Third Sector article: Research in the not-for-profit sector 

Return to contents 
 

 NCOSS 75th Anniversary Conference Program  

 

 NCOSS Conference: Fairness in NSW will be held at Australia Technology Park, Redfern, 5-6 

August 2010, as part of the NCOSS 75th Anniversary celebrations. The program is now 

available on-line.  

 

View online:   Fairness in NSW- 75 Years of NCOSS 

 
Return to contents 

 

 

 NCOSS 2011 NSW State  Election Campaign 

 

NCOSS consulted widely to develop the NCOSS NSW State Election Platform- Vote 1 Fairness 

in NSW, in preparation for the next NSW State Election.   

 

The three main sector/industry development recommendations are: 

  

o A Sensible and ‘Whole of NSW Government’ Funding Policy 

o An Industry Plan for the Sector 

o An Effective Compact /Relationship between the NSW Government and the Sector 

 

View online:   Vote 1 -Fairness in NSW 

 
Return to contents 

http://fahcsia.gov.au/sa/women/pubs/general/gender_wage_gap/Pages/default.aspx
http://thirdsectormagazine.com.au/news/research_in_the_not-for-profit_sector/012198/
http://www.ncoss.org.au/content/view/3019/187/
http://www.ncoss.org.au/content/view/3206/194/


 

 Do you have a job vacancy? List it on the NCOSS website! 

 

NCOSS Community Jobs assists community and welfare sector organisations and 

government agencies to find quality staff. It is the #1 destination for the thousands of people 

who visit the NCOSS site every week. Phone 02 9211 2599 ext 115.  

 

Contact email:  jobs@ncoss.org.au   

View on-line:  www.ncoss.org.au/jobs  

 
Return to contents 

 

 

2. Management Support Unit (MSU) 

 Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009: more resources available     

The Office of the Information Commissioner website has a range of resources  to guide 

agencies on the  new  Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009, which is effective 

from July 1. 

Read more:   Office of the Information Commissioner 

Return to contents 

    

 Charities Tax Advisory Service  

 NFP-specific advice is available on the impacts of the Budget on charities. The Charities Tax 

Advisory Service also provides specifics on salary packaging.  

Read more:   Federal Budget Newsletter  

Return to contents 
 
 

 Legal almanac for the Australian NFP sector  

 
The Centre for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Studies offers another valuable resource online. 
The Australian nonprofit sector legal almanac 2008., authored by Myles McGregor-Lowndes, 
Rhonda A. Richards, Frances M. Hannah and Anne Overell, is now available in the 
Queensland University of technology QUT digital repository.  
 
Summaries are provided of Australian and NSW cases that impact on NFP staff, boards and 

volunteers. Each legal case listed is followed by a section titled ‘Implications of this case’, 

mailto:jobs@ncoss.org.au
http://www.ncoss.org.au/jobs
http://www.oic.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.ctas.net.au/en-au/Portals/0/CTAS%202011%20Federal%20Budget%20Newsletter.pdf


written specifically about the implications for the NFP sector. They serve as useful context 

material for readers without legal expertise. 

 

Download:  The Australian nonprofit sector legal almanac 2008 

Return to contents 

 

3. Insurance 

 National Disability Insurance Scheme – Calls for submissions 

 

On April 14 the Productivity Commission began its inquiry into a National Disability Long 

Term Care and Support Scheme. This scheme should provide no-fault insurance for anyone 

who has, or acquires, a significant disability.  

 

The Issues Paper was released 17 May 2010 and initial submissions are due by the end of 

June 2010. More details about the inquiry, the terms of reference, circulars and copies of all 

submissions can be found on the Productivity Commission’s website. The National Disability 

Insurance Scheme has its own website. 

 

Dates:   Initial submissions due end of June 

 

View online:  Productivity Commission  

National Disability Insurance Scheme  

Return to contents 

 

 Insurance Taxes 

 

The Australia’s Future Tax System report was released on May 2.  

The national on-line news bulletin for the insurance and finance industry reports that the 

government’s response makes no mention of plans to address issues of insurance taxes, 

despite the recommendations made by the Henry Review to abolish these “unfair” taxes.  

Organisations and businesses in NSW currently pay a Fire Services Levy of 39% of premium 

on property insurance.    

 

Read more: Insurance News- Government ignores insurance in Henry tax review response 

Return to contents 
 
 

 The Insurance Law Service 

 

http://eprints.qut.edu.au/18677/1/c18677.pdf
http://www.pc.gov.au/projects/inquiry/disability-support
http://www.ndis.org.au./
http://www.insurancenews.com.au/regulatory-government/government-ignores-insurance-in-henry-tax-review-response


Consumer Credit Legal Centre has launched the new Insurance Law Service website at  

www.insurancelaw.org.au.  The Insurance Law Service is a national service providing free 

information, legal advice & referral on insurance matters. The new website includes fact 

sheets, sample letters and multi-lingual publications. The Insurance Law Service provides 

free telephone legal advice to anyone in Australia on insurance law matters or disputes 

involving insurers.  It does not provide advice to insurers or businesses.  

 

View online:  Insurance Law Service 

 

Information and referral for NFPs:  About NCOSS Community Cover 
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4. Information Communication Technology (ICT)  

 National Broadband Network Implementation Study 

 

On 6th of May the Australian Government released the National Broadband Network 

Implementation Study. It is about the “Government’s coverage, commerciality and 

competition objectives as well as the detailed operating arrangements of NBN Co Limited, its 

ownership and structure, ways to attract private sector investment and longer term 

privatisation”.  

View on-line:  Government Media release 6 May 2010 

Download:    National Broadband Network Implementation Study 
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 Moving to the cloud: An introduction to cloud computing in government 

Cloud computing describes a growing trend in the provision of computing services. In brief, 

cloud computing is delivery of extensive core computer services to an organisation, over the 

internet, on demand, and from a remote location maintained by a contracted supplier for a 

usage–based fee.  

The report Moving to the cloud offers a unifying National Institute of Standards and 

Technology definition (p12) and the executive summary outlines both the benefits and 

challenges involved in this seemingly inevitable progression within IT service provision.   

Read more:  Australian Policy Online  

Download:  Moving to the cloud: An introduction to cloud computing in government 

 

http://www.insurancelaw.org.au/
http://www.ncoss.org.au/content/category/9/156/127/
http://www.minister.dbcde.gov.au/media/media_releases/2010/040
http://www.dbcde.gov.au/broadband/national_broadband_network/national_broadband_network_implementation_study
http://www.apo.org.au/node/21074
http://www.businessofgovernment.org/report/moving-cloud-introduction-cloud-computing-government
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 Volunteers: organisational support for lively online communities 
 

Jane Cravens, a US based consultant and pro bono worker to NFPs, maintains a Blog with a 

lengthy title:  Jane Blog on nonprofits/ngos, communications, community engagement, 

volunteerism, aid & development, women's empowerment, & random thoughts. Her 7 April 

post has hints on how to entice volunteers to become active bloggers in the online 

communities established for them.  

 

View blog post:  Creating a lively online community for volunteers, clients & others 
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To subscribe to the NCOSS Sector Development e-Bulletin, send a message to:  
e-news@ncoss.org.au with the subject heading ‘subscribe’. 
 
Change of address: if you do not wish us to contact you at this email address, please advise your preferred 
email contact address by sending a message to: e-news@ncoss.org.au with the subject heading ‘change of 
address’. Please include both your current address and your preferred address. 
  

For further information about Sector Development at NCOSS, please contact  
Catherine Mahony, Catherine@ncoss.org.au 
   
Council of Social Service of New South Wales (NCOSS) 
66 Albion St, Surry Hills NSW 2010 
phone: (02) 9211 2599 
fax: (02) 9281 1968 
email: info@ncoss.org.au 
web: http://www.ncoss.org.au 
 
This publication is copyright to NCOSS.  
 

Under new provisions of the Spam Act 2003 (Cwlth), in effect from 11 April 2004, we want to ensure that you 
would like us to continue to contact you by email about NCOSS activities and services.  If you wish to 
discontinue email communication with NCOSS or do not wish us to contact you at this email address, please 
email "unsubscribe" to info@ncoss.org.au. 
If you do not wish us to contact you at this email address, please advise your preferred email contact address 
by responding to info@ncoss.org.au 
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