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1.  Privatisation: has a number of manifestations


privatise functions - contracting/consultancies


privatise institutions and thereby functions (or their abolition)


privatise regulation





2.  Privatisation of utilities


usually discussed in terms of privatising institutions


but also includes privatisation of functions


also includes privatisation of regulation





2a. Examples


general contracting of social functions in form of CSOs to community organisations


electricity privatisation of Victorian institutions


privatisation of regulation eg EION (but this is an additional function anyway)


nationally, the development of a regulatory system is partially privatised (eg NEMMCO and rules for contestability)


in NSW, threat of privatisation led to a number of initiatives eg regulation of EION, new disconnection procedures


water privatisation of filtration function with inadequate contracts


but also led to enhanced information to consumers





3.  Privatisation and the Role of the State


is it the business of the state to be involved in "old" industries at the expense of the new? (multi-utilities)


should state assets be redefined as strategic assets to enable the state to engage in strategic investments which maximise returns on state investment, open up new industries and create employment in new industries?


what is the proper role for the state in providing essential services?





4. What is the link between privatisation and competition?


if a state-owned agency is forced to behave like a private corporation due to the opening-up of competition where is the benefit of ownership?


link between privatisation and regulation? (eg Victorian/NSW gas industries and regulator determined rates of return??)





5.  Privatisation and Economic Recession


if economic recession is coming, what role should state agencies play in minimising the impact?
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