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Affordable Housing in New South Wales 


The Task Force on Affordable Housing was established by the Hon Craig Knowles, MP, New South Wales Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning and Minister for Housing.  Its task was to examine the supply of affordable housing in New South Wales and to propose a number of ways in which it should be improved.





The Task Force found that 


there is a grave shortage of affordable housing in NSW;


the shortage has worsened substantially during the last decade;


the whole NSW community will suffer unless the supply improves substantially over the next decade. 





The Task Force recommended that the NSW Government should 


place affordable housing at the centre of its priorities for action;


set targets for improving supply throughout the State;


provide support and guidance for organisations which will help to achieve those targets. 





The Task Force believed that


governments and non-profit groups must increase their direct supply of affordable housing, especially for the poorest households; 


local councils, developers and financiers must also become much more involved, especially in cooperation with each other as well as with non-profit organisations and government agencies.





The findings and recommendations of the Ministerial Task Force were published early in 1998 in a report entitled Affordable Housing in New South Wales. The report is available from the Information Centre of the Department of Urban Affairs and Planning (tel: 9391 2222; fax: 9391 2333).








Full copies of Julian’s report will be made available to delegates attending this session, and to others on request.
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