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The future may have a black history 

For any informed debate to progress into the “future” there is a need to acknowledge the past and current social inequities suffered by Aboriginal people.
This year’s NAIDOC theme is “Looking Forward Looking Blak” which attempts to focus on the past achievements of Aboriginal leaders in progressing the Aboriginal cause.

We need to put ourselves in a different time in history to enable us to fly to the future in 2007 and therefore need to ask and answer the following questions. (We could go back thousands of years or 215 years but we will only go back in time 40 years because the majority of the following events happened in the lifetime of the majority of people in the room. Even though some politicians might have you believe that time obviates responsibility – this is not a black armband view of history this is a black history). 
So:

What did the future look like for Aboriginal people in 1967 at the time of the referendum?

What is the historical reality? 

What did the future look like for Aboriginal people in 1976 at the time of the passing of the Aboriginal Land Rights Act?
What is the historical reality?

What did the future look like for Aboriginal people in 1982 at the time of the establishment of 

Link-up?

What is the historical reality?  

What did the future look like for Aboriginal people in 1991 at the time of the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody?
What is the historical reality?

What did the future look like for Aboriginal people in 1997 at the time of the release of the Bringing Them Home Report?

What is the historical reality?

What did the future look like for Aboriginal people in 2000 at the time of the “Bridge March”?
What is the historical reality?

What does the future look like for Aboriginal people in 2007 at the time of the NCOSS “Flight to the Future Conference”?

What will be the historical reality?

